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MARTIN LUTHER’S SERMON, 

Concerning trust in God in penury and distress.—Mark, viti. 1—9. 

“In those days the multitude being very great, and having no- 
thing to eat, Jesus called his disciples unto him, and saith unto 
them, I have compassion on the multitude, because they have 
‘now been with me three days, and have nothing to eat,” &c. 

I hope, dearly beloved, that ye do well understand the»mean- 
ing of this text ; for your understanding is sufficiently well-ground- 
ed in these mysteries, so that ye do easily perceive what good 
is to be looked for in the gospel, and what is prescribed unto us 
therein ; namely, the true nature and quality of faith. And this 
is the cause why Christ is of all the Evangelists set forth to be 
so loving and gentle; for although the doiigs and works deserib- 
ed of them do oftentimes vary, nevertheless the simplicity of faith 
remaineth always alike. Moreover this text doth so lively set 
forth Christ unto us in his colours, that it may be manifest and 
well known unto every one of us, that we ought to promise our- 
selves concerning him, to wit, that he is nierciful, bountiful) gen- 
tle, who succoureth all that fly unto him for help. And stch 
ought to be the image of faith ; for the scripture setteth before 
us a double image ; one of fear, which reptesenteth to our eyes 
the horrible wrath of God, before which no man is able to stand, 
bat rather we are all enforced to be cast down in mind when we 
see it, unless we be strengthened by faith. Howbeit, against this 
is set the other image, namely, grace, which faith doth attentive- 
ly behold, and take from hence principles of comfort, and ‘con- 
ceiveth trust and confidence in the favour of God, having this 
hope, that man cannot promise to himself from God so many 

od things, but that he bath infinite more treastres in readiness 
or him. Ye have now oftentimes heard, that there are two sorts 
of good things, spiritual and temporal. The gospel by these 
temporal yp things teacheth us the faith of children, and they 
are unto the weak as a certain meen or help, whereby they may 
learn the goodness of God, how bountiful -he is in bestowing his 
riches upon us, and that we ought, in spiritual things, also to put 
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our hope and trust in him ; for if we be now instructed by the 
gospel that God will give food to our belly, we may thereupon 
account with ourselves, that he will noufish and clothe our souls 
with spiritual good things. Jf I cannot commit my body unto him 
that he may feed it, much less can I commit my soul unto him that 
he may always preserve it ; or if | cannot be brought to believe that 
a crown of gold shall be given unto me of him, how, I pray you, 
shall [ hope for ten crowns of gold ofhim? From whom I dare 
not promise myself so much as a piece of bread, truly much less 
shall | be persuaded to believe, that he will give a farm unto me, 
or his whole inheritance. Now he that is not able to attain unto 
this tender, as it were as yet a sucking faith, to him surely it is 
very hard to believe that God will pardon his sins, or preserve 
his soul for ever. Forasmuch as we are persuaded that the soul 
is by infinite degrees to be preferred before the belly, toward 
which, notwithstanding he is touched with compassion, as this 
our present text teacheth ; wherefore Peter hath rightly admo- 
nished—1 Peter, ii. 2. ‘‘ As new-born babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby. For it is not 
enough that the infant being put to the breast do suck, but he 
must also wax greater, and gather strength, that he may accus- 
tom himself to feed on bread and stronger meat.” . Now, to eat 
milk is to taste of the favour and grace of God, which is then 
tasted of, when a trial thereof is had in our life; for aehonen 
should preach a hundred years of the bountifulness, favour, libe- 
rality, and gentleness of God toward us, it would profit me no- 
thing lest I have a trial and taste of these commodities, neither 
could I learn rightly to trust in God thereby. Hereof thou may- 
est conjecture bow rare a Christian man is; there are many 
which say that they commit their belly to God, but that sticketh 
only in the tongue and lips, when as rather it ought to pierce the 
heart. Let us now consider an example teaching us the quality 
and nature of faith; the apostle, Heb. xi. 1. hath written thus: 
“* Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.” Which is thus much in effect ; faith is the foun- 
dation whereby I look for that good thing which is neither seen 
with the eyes nor heard with the ears, but which I must only hope 
for ; even as in our present text it plainly appeareth ; wherein we 
read that there were about four thousand men, who, together 
with their wives and children, had now suffered hunger three days, 
(was not this a notable kind of fasting?) yet were not famished 
with hunger, being far from their houses, and destitute of those 
necessaries whereby the body is sustained. Now Paul saith that 
faith is a thing whereby = man hopeth for those things which ap- 
pear not to the eyes; such a faith had this multitude, which al- 
though they see no meat, nevertheless they trust in God, that he 
will feed them. What doth Christ here ? He is moved with com- 
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passion: He demandeth of the disciples with what victuals, or with 
what thing their hunger may be taken away ; to whom his disci- 

les answer, whence can a man satisfy such a multitude here 
in the wilderness? Here you see how a man’s reason.and faith 
agree together, that the wiser reason is, 80 much less can it sub- 
mit itself to the works of God. For this cause, therefore, did he 
ask his disciples, that every one of them might try their own 
reason, and learn how much the capacity of man and faith do 
differ one from another. 

Here it appeareth unto us how reason is blind, and how, when 
faith cometh, it ought to give place: whereof let this be an ex- 
ample ; if f werea married man, having a wife and a family of 
children, and had nothing wherewith to nourish them, neither would 
any man give me any thing, yet should it be my duty to believe 
and hope that God will provide for me; but when, as I see my hope 
to be in vain, and that I am not succoured by and by with nou- 
rishment and clothing, then if I be faithless, I yield to despara- 
tion, and go and purpose another thing with myself; | apply my 
mind to dishonest trades, that I may get somewhat thereby, as 
theft, deceit, and other such practices ; and by all means that I 
am able, I pass through the storms of adversity ; see what filthy 
incredulity bringeth unto man ; but if I be endued with faith, I 
shut mine eyes and say, most gentle Father, f am thy creature, 
and thy work ; it cannot be denied but thou hast created me; I will 
put all my trust in thee, which hast greater care of my welfare 
than I myself. Thou wilt well nourish, feed, clothe, and help, 
where and when thou shalt know best. So faith is a sure founda- 
tion, whereunto I trusting, do look for those things which I 
see not, and that I may speak at once, it shall not want those 
things that be necessary ; surely the angels themselves should 
come down from heaven, and give bread digged even out of the 
earth, unto such a faithful man, that he might be nourished, ra- 
ther than he should be pined with hunger; yea, heaven and earth 
shall pass, before God will suffer a man endued with such faith to 
want either clothing or any other necessary things. This singular 
trust and confidence in God, the comfortable and effectual word of 
the divine promise doth require ; whereof David glorieth, Ps. 
xxxvil. 25, “ I have been young and now am old ; yet have I not 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” And 
again, “God knoweth the days of the righteous, their inheritance 
shall continue for ever. ‘They shall not be confounded in the 
perilous time, and in the days of death they shall have enough.” 
But if we shall ask counsel of reason, it will forthwith say, (as the 
disciples did before,) this thing is impossible, for it looketh for no- 
thing, it trusteth for nothing, when nothing is present. Of like dif- 
fidence were the disciples, who thought thus with themselves; 
how can it be that such a great multitude of men should be here 
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our hope and trust in him ; for if we be now instructed by the 
gospel that God will give food to our belly, we may thereupon 
account with ourselves, that he will nourish and clothe our souls 
with spiritual good things. Jf I cannot commit my body unto him 
that he may feed it, much less can I commit my soul unto him that 
he may always preserve it ; or if 1 cannot be brought to believe that 
a crown of gold shall be given unto me of him, how, I pray you, 
shall I hope for ten crowns of gold of him? From whom [ dare 
not promise myself so much as a piece of bread, truly much less 
shall | be persuaded to believe, that he will give a farm unto me, 
or his whole inheritance. Now he that is not able to attain unto 
this tender, as it were as yet a sucking faith, to him surely it is 
very hard to believe that God will pardon his sins, or preserve 
his soul forever. Forasmuch as we are persuaded that the soul 
is by infinite degrees to be preferred before the belly, toward 
which, notwithstanding he is touched with compassion, as this 
our present text teacheth ; wherefore Peter hath rightly admo- 
nished—1 Peter, ii. 2. ‘‘ As new-born babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby. For it is not 
enough that the infant being put to the breast do suck, but he 
must also wax greater, and gather strength, that he may accus- 
tom himself to feed on bread and stronger meat.” Now, to eat 
milk is to taste of the favour and grace of God, which is then 
tasted of, when a trial thereof is had in our life; for although I 
should preach a hundred years of the bountifulness, favour, libe- 
rality, and gentleness of God toward us, it would profit me no- 
thing lest I have a trial and taste of these commodities, neither 
could I learn rightly to trust in God thereby. Hereof thou may- 
est conjecture how rare a Christian man is; there are many 
which say that they commit their belly to God, but that sticketh 
only in the tongue and lips, when as rather it ought to pierce the 
heart. Let us now consider an example teaching us the quality 
and nature of faith; the apostle, Heb. xi. 1. hath written thus: 
** Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.” Which is thus much in effect ; faith is the foun- 
dation whereby I look for that good thing which is neither seen 
with the eyes nor heard with the ears, but which I must only hope 
for ; even as in our present text it plainly appeareth ; wherein we 
read that there were about four thousand men, who, together 
with their wives and children, had now suffered hunger three days, 
(was not this a notable kind of fasting ?) yet were not famished 
with hunger, being far from their houses, and destitute of those 
necessaries whereby the body is sustained. Now Paul saith that 
faith is a thing whereby a man hopeth for those things which ap- 
pear not to the eyes; such a faith had this multitude, which al- 
though they see no meat, nevertheless they trust in God, that he 
will feed them. What doth Christ here ? Heis moved with com- 
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ssion: He demandeth of the disciples with what victuals, or with 

what thing their hunger may be taken away ; to whom his disci- 

les answer, whence can a man satisfy such a multitude here 
in the wilderness? Here you see how a man’s reason and faith 
agree together, that the wiser reason is, so much less can it sub- 
mit itself to the works of God. For this cause, therefore, did he 
ask his disciples, that every one of them might try their own 
reason, and learn how much the capacity of man and faith do 
differ one from another. 

Here it appeareth unto us how reason is blind, and how, when 
faith cometh, it ought to give place: whereof let this be an ex- 
ample; if f were a married man, having a wife and a family of 
children, and had nothing wherewithto nourish them, neither would 
any man give me any thing, yet should it be my duty to believe 
and hope that God will provide for me; but when, as I see my hope 
to be in vain, and that I am not succoured by and by with nou- 
rishment and clothing, then if I be faithless, I yield to despara- 
tion, and go and purpose another thing with myself; I apply my 
mind to dishonest trades, that I may get somewhat thereby, as 
theft, deceit, and other such practices ; and by all means that I 
am able, I pass through the storms of adversity ; see what filthy 
incredulity bringeth unto man ; butif I be endued with faith, I 
shut mine eyes and say, most gentle Father, [ am thy creature, 
and thy work ; it cannot be denied but thou hast created me; I will 
put all my trust in thee, which hast greater care of my welfare 
than I myself. Thou wilt well nourish, feed, clothe, and help, 
where and when thou shalt know best. So faith is a sure founda- 
tion, whereunto I trusting, do look for those things which I 
see not, and that I may speak at once, it shall not want those 
things that be necessary ; surely the angels themselves should 
come down from heaven, and give bread digged even out of the 
earth, unto such a faithful man, that he might be nourished, ra- 
ther than he should be pined with hunger ; yea, heaven and earth 
shall pass, before God will suffer a man endued with such faith to 
want either clothing or any other necessary things. This singular 
trust and confidence in God, the comfortable and effectual word of 
the divine promise doth require; whereof David glorieth, Ps. 
xxxvil. 25, “ I have been young and now am old ; yet have I not 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” And 
again, ‘God knoweth the days of the righteous, their inheritance 
shall continue for ever. ‘They shall not be confounded in the 
perilous time, and in the days of death they shall bave enough.” 
But if we shall ask counsel of reason, it will forthwith say, (as the 
disciples did before,) this thing is impossible, for it looketh for no- 
thing, it trusteth for nothing, when nothing is present. Of like dif- 
fidence were the disciples, who thought thus with themselves; 
how can it be that such a great multitude of men should be here 
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refreshed with meat? Truly it exceedeth our capacity 5 if they 
had seen a heap of money, store of bread, and shambles full of 
flesh, they could then have easily believed respecting the present 
necessity ; they could have put all in good hope, and fitly have 
Seona all things according to the capacities of their rea- 
son. And thus much shall suffice to be spoken concerning the 
faith of temporal good things. 

Now we will treat of spiritual good things, which shall come 
unto us when we shall die: then shal] we see death set before our 
eyes, when as notwithstanding we would willingly live; then shall 
hell appear unto us, when we rather desire for heaven ; then shall 
we behold the judgment of God, notwithstanding his grace would 
be more acceptable unto us; in fine, whatsoever we would de- 
sire to see, shall be taken out of our sight, yea, and no creature 
shall help us against death, hell, and the judgment of God. But 
if I believe, I say thus unto myself, well, faith is a sure founda- 
tion ; herewith I being stayed up, shall attain unto those things 
whieh are very far out of my sight; although those things be 
horrible which be in my sight, yet shall they not hurt him that be- 
lieveth ; although, therefore, I do presently see nothing but death, 
hell, and the judgment of God, yet must I consider none of these, 
but rather my mind is to be confirmed with an undoubted trust, 
that God, by the virtue of his promise, not in respect of my me- 
rits or works, will give unto me life, blessedness, and grace. This 
indeed is to eleaye unto God by sincere faith, which is here very 
well painted forth in this gross and bodily image of four thousand 
men who, cleaving to God only by faith, did not doubt that they 
should be refreshed of him; if they had judged according tothe ca- 
pacity of their reason,they would have murmured, and said after 
this sort; surely we are a very great multitude, we are here in the 
wide wilderness, we have empty and hungry stomachs, here is 
nothing that is able to fill them. Howbeit, they murmured of 
none of these things, but.conceiving a sure confidence, reasoning 
nothing against God after the affection of men, they commend 
themselves wholly to the good will of God, and commit unto him 
this urgent necessity of hunger, they themselves being quiet from 
all care; then God, before this care cometh upon them, and be- 
fore they begin to ask of him, is present, being more careful for 
them than they are for themselves, and saith on this sort, “ I have 
compassion on the multitude, because they have now been 
with me three days, and have nothing to eat. And if I send 
them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint by the 
way.” Behold how gentle and bountiful we have God towards 
us, who hath even a care to feed the unclean belly. Here, now, 
aur hope is built up, and the words of Christ are comfortable to 
aman, when he saith, they have new continued with me three 
days, it now behoveth me to give sufficient unto them to eat. 
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Here we may see, that all that do stick diligently to the word of 
God, are fed of God himself; wherefore, let us, dearly beloved, 
at the last begin to believe, for diffidence and incredulity only 
is the mother of all sins and vices, which at this day reign in 
all sorts of men. How cometh it to pass, that every where, whi- 
thersoever we turn us, there are so many lewd women, such 
plenty of deluders and deceivers, so many thieves, pilferers, usu- 
rers, robbers, Simonists, as they call them, and sellers of benefi- 
ces? all these diffidence towards God bringeth forth unto us; 
for such kind of men do judge only according to human reasop ; 
and reason looketh unto that which is present ; but that which 
it seeth not, it is ‘not able to comprehend ; wherefore, while it 
doth not repose her trust by faith in God, it is enforced to.des- 
pair, which a ey afterwards causeth such naughty and 
wicked men. Behold thus it goeth out of frame. with us, when 
we commit ourselves to be ruled, not by faith, but by our.own 
reason. Moreover, as ye have now learned faith, so must ye 
learn love ; for Christ is set forth unto us in a double form; in 
one of faith, that we should not be over careful ; in another of 
love, that we may learn that he hath care of us, giving us meat, 
drink, apparel, and that of mere and bountiful love, not for his 
own advantage sake, or because of our merits ; so, also, we ought 
todo well to our neighbour, and that freely, only love moving us 
thereunto, that as Christ is to us, so we may be to our neighbour. 
Hereupon, now, we may perceive, that all works of monks and 
nuns are vain, and to be utterly disallowed, when they are not 
directed to that end, that they may serve their neighbour, but 
are ordained only unto this end, that they may. merit mach at 
God’s hands by them; for the true works of Christians, which 
they desire to be accepted of God, must be done so; that they 
tend to the profit of our neighbour, and not to this end, that we 
‘should think that we shall merit many things of God by them ; 
they must be cheerfully and freely bestowed upon all, even as 
Christ hath done, who hath spread abroad and freely bestowed 
his goodness upon all. 
hese things have I briefly spoken concerning this text, that 
ye may thereby learn that God requireth this especially of us, 
that we do firmly and constantly trust in him, and that we freely 
do good and be beneficial to our neighbours, according as God 
hath of his mere goodness and mercy bestowed infinite benefits 
and blessings upon us. The prophet saith, Ps. i. 9. “ Hear, O my 
people, and I will speak ; O Israel, and I will testify against thee ; 
am God, even thy God. I will not reprove thee for thy sacri- 
fices, or thy burnt offerings, to have been continually before me. 
I will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy 
folds. For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon 
a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains; and the 
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wild beasts of the field are mine. If I were hungry, I would not 
tell thee, for: the world is mine, and the fulness thereof. Will I 
eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?” After the 
same sort, he saith unto us: Behold, Israel, that is, thou faith- 
ful man, I am thy God, thou art not my God; I will give unto 
thee ; thou givest nothing to me ; I will not be angry with thee, 
for that thou offerest not many things unto me ; for whatsoever'is 
in thy stable, in thy house, in thy court, it was all mine before, 
for I have sent it thither ; whereby he briefly reproveth the Jews, 
who did marvellously please themselves in their sacrifices. Now, 
because he rejecteth these sacrifices, what will he have to supply 
the place of them ? Truly even that which followeth in the same 
place ; “ Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto 
the Most High. And call upon mein the day of trouble ; I will 
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. Phat is, I will bave 
thine heart, give over thyself to me, and account nie for a gen- 
tle, favourable, yea, and for thy God, and it shall suffice me.” 
Wherefore, place thy faith, trust, and hope in him, count him for 
a gentle and loving God, cleave unto him, and in extreme an- 
guish fly unto him for succour, and to none beside him ; believe 
and look for help of him, that he will help thee; thou needest 
not any whit doubt ; afterward do good to thy neighbour with 
a cheerful heart, and freely. These two things are set forth in 
this our text, as also in many other places beside. 


—-—a— 


The Sabbath-Breaker Drowned.—In January last there were two boys, 
named Samuel and John P , who went to a day-school, one of the 
rules of which required all the children to attend some place of public 
worship, ‘These boys had often been in the habit of playing in the roads 
and fields on Sunday, instead of going to church. On Saturday, the 14th 
Jan. 1824, the schoolmaster called Samuel up to his desk, reproved him 
for his fault, and tried to convince him that it was both his duty and inte- 
rest to keep holy the Sabbath day, and to attend public worship. He did 
not, however, regard the advice of his master, but on Sunday the 18th of 
Jan. he and his brother John were playing on the ice, both morning and 
afternoon. A woman who was passing that way told John that if he went 
to a certain part of the ice he would be drowned; but this thoughtless 
and hardened boy replied, “I'll chance it.” He went forward, jumped two 
or three times, and then the ice broke, and he fell in and was drowned. 
Twenty minutes passed before his body could be found, and then he was 
carried away, and the common means to restore life were used, but all in 
vain. Thus, through his own wickedness, this boy perished at the age of 
eight years. It should also be observed, that his brother Samuel fell into 
the water, up to his arm-pits. How true is the scripture remark, “ He 
that, being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy.” Prov. xxix. 1. Let all the young remember 
to keep holy the Sabbath-day. How dreadful the thought ef being called 
into the eternal world while breaking the commands of God! Let the 
young also learn to beware of dangerous amusements, and receive aright 
the cautions of those who are older and wiser than themselves. 
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Remarks duritg a journey through North America, in the years 1819, 
1820, 1821, in a series of Letters; with an Appendix, containing an 
account of several of the Indian Tribes, and the principal Missionary 
Stations, &e. Also a letter to M. Jean Barrisre Say, on the compa- 
rative expense of free and slave-labour. By Apam Hopeson, Esq. of Li- 
verpool, Eng. Collected, arranged, and published by Samugen Wurtine. 
New-York: 1823—pp, 335. 


We took up the book of Mr. Hodgson’s Travels with no ordi- 
nary degree of interest and prepossession in its favour. We had 
read his “ Letters” occasionally and cursorily, as they appeared in 
the successive numbers of the Christian Observer ; but we wish- 
ed to have such an opportunity as was now presented of reading 
the whole at one time, for the sake of ascertaining what impres- 
sion a full survey of its merits would produce upon our feelings 
and judgment. We took up this book with interest, because, 
from our former acquaintance with the author, we had conceived 
a high respect for his candour, integrity, and talents. He seemed 
to have laid aside his previous prejudices, if he had any, and to 
have come to us in the character of a friend. He was evi- 
dently determined to become acquainted with our character, not 
to scandalize it. 

It is well known how much we poor half-savage, half-civilized 
Americans have suffered from the prejudice, insolence, and 
scurrility of British travellers, who, with very few exceptions, 
have been far more uncivil than ourselves. ‘The English so- 
journer among us has felt it his duty, as a matter of course, 
on his return to his sea-girt-Isle, to belabour poor America, 
however much he may have shared the comforts, bounties, and 
hospitality of his trans-atlantic brethren. Should he fail to do this, 
it would probably be thought that he had become not much less 
barbarous than ourselves, during his stay among the savages of 
these western wilds, and a process of civilization would be institu- 
ted to render him capable of again enjoying the half-starved re- 
finements of bisnativeland. The evils of such a spirit in the bosoms 
of those strangers who have condescended to look upon us in 
our dark forests, have not been lost upon ourselves. The Ame- 
rican reviewer, in his wigwam, having learned a few letters in 
his childhood, has seized upon his eagle’s quill, and by drawing 
such hieroglyphical characters as could be understood, at least 
by himself, has contrived to belabour the British traveller in 
his turn ; so that hitherto the commerce between the two coun- 
tries has been little better than a continued scene of mutual 
rectimination. No reviews and travels have been sought so 
earnestly, and read so eagerly, as those in which we have been 
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inost abused ; perhaps for no better reason than because it afford- 
ed usyan opportunity to give a few sword-thrusts, as if in our own 
defence, when, in truth, we most heartily rejoiced in the occasion. 
This warfare has been no less injurious than. protracted, and we 
are far from exculpating from blame either party in the contest. 

But pitiable as have been the sneers and calumnies heaped 
upon us and our country, by foreign sojourners and journalists, in 
time past, and pitiable too as has been the defence which some 
il]-judging individuals have made, the intercourse between the 
two countries is beginning to assume a very interesting aspect ; 
and what before was mutual recrimination, is now the friendly 
exchange of complimentary sentiments, and good feeling. Of 
the truth of this remark the volume before us is a convincing evi- 
dence. Whoever takes up this book with the expectation or wish 
of being abused in it, will find himself most happily or most sad- 
ly disappointed. He will find very little upon which to exercise 
his spleen or animosity. He will find himself all along treated so 
very wnuch like a gentleman, that he will be compelled to be in 
good-humour in spite of himself. Mr. Hodgson, during his resi- 
dence in this country, by the urbanity of his manners, and the 
amiableness of his disposition, endeared himself to many warm 
and interested friends, who still fondly cherish the memory of his 
talents and worth. He seems to have visited us with a mind 
which had been liberalized by views not circumscribed with- 
in the narrow limits of his own little island. He had looked 
abroad, and nations, not individuals, had been the objects of 
his contemplations. His feelings were very unlike the feel- 
ings of those who come out to this western hemisphere deter- 
mined, by a preconceived prejudice, to find fault with all they 
should see. | 

But much as we have been abused by foreign travellers and 
foreign journalists, the day we believe is gone by, when we shall 
be gravely told that in Vermont a woman can be judge of 
the Butnens Court, and in the western states children wear 
daggers at their button-holes. We feel willing enough to believe 
that conduct so revolting from the more generous and enobling 
feelings of our nature, as that formerly pursued by our trans-at- 
lantic brethren, is beginning to be esteemed dishonourable on both 
sides the great waters. e are happy to know that more noble 
and generous sentiments are beginning to be felt and expressed 
between the two nations. We, as Americans, would do all in 
our power to promote this reciprocity of good-feeling. We 
believe that Britons and Americans have only to be better ac- 
quainted with each other to be elevated in each other’s esteem. 
And for this reason we would encourage to come among us 
such men as the Liverpool merchant, who has evinced himself 
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not only a man of business and talents, but also a gentleman and 
scholar. 

Bat it is time to look into the book before us. Mr. Adam Hodg- 
son is a partner in a highly respectable mercantile house in Li- 
verpool. He arrived at Quebec, as we suppose, in the latter part 
of the year 1819, and in the course of the years 1820 and 
1821, he made the tour of the Upper and Lower Canadas, 
passing into the United States in the northern part of the 
state of New-York, through Vermont to the sea-coast in Maine, 
and thence through the Atlantic states to Louisiana, and return- 
ing to New-England through Mississippi and Tennessee. In 
the course of his route he was in the habit of writing sketches 
of the views and feelings which the observation of Américan 
scenery and manners inspired, and transmittitg them in letters 
to his friends in England. Copies of these were published in 
the London Christian Observer, after Mr. Hodgson’s return to 
his native land. These have been collected and published in 
the form before us. | 

The first subject which engaged our author’s attention on his 
artival in the New World, is emigration.. This was not at all 
strange, since such a tide has been setting in favour of it, espe- 
cially among the lower classes in Great Britain. Nor were 
we at all surprised that his servant James, when they were 
travelling through the rich fields and forests of the west, should 
begin to wonder how he and his wife would look on this side 
the Atlantic. Were we to hazard an opinion on thé subject 
of emigration, we should be obliged to differ from our author 
in some particulars, though we believe him to be in the main cor- 
rect. For ourselves we think it very undesirable on our part, that 
our country should be stocked with such rude, pitiable, and wicked 
materials as are daily arriving on our shores. While we open our 
arms to receive all who escape from tyranny and oppression, we 
would not wish to take to our bosoms the thief, the murderer, 
and the assassin: Yet we sometimes do it; and a wound in 
our own bosom is often the first intimation that the men whom 
we are protecting are those who have escaped from the ven- 
geance of law in that country whence they are fugitives, and 
who, in all respects are most richly deserving of exemplary 
punishment. We would not encourage to come among us, 
seducers and highwaymen, and all that dark band of lawless 
banditti, whose crimes make their own country a terror to them. 
Yet so it is, that our country has been receiving hundreds and 
thousands of these heartless freebooters, who have fallen upon 
us only to demoralize and devour. Aside from this, the 
ingress of so many rude and bootless foreigners, from dif- 
ferent nations, tends directly to break up all national manners, 
feeling, and character. We would not be inhospitable, or ex- 
C. Heratp, No. 253. 50 
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clusive, but we should even go so far as to doubt whether 
it be-expedient, at any rate, to encourage emigration on the 
principles which have formerly been held out. But the interest . 
of the man who comes out to us, and our interests who receiy- 
ed him, are very different things. Our author bas confined 
himself principally to the consideration of the former; and as 
this to us is the most uninteresting part of his book, we shall 
pass it over with the single remark, that our author seems to 
have given the subject considerable attention, and, as far as we 
can judge, has made a candid and judicious representation of it. 
It is not to be wondered at, if in some of his statements, and 
especially in his comparisons, he should sometimes err, since his 
observations must have been cursory and rapid, and his feelings 
subject to all the bias and prejudice’ which is felt by every 
one who really loves his country. In the third and fourth 
letters, dated at Norfolk, Va. the discussion of the same subject 
is continued, and the author here takes occasion to step over 
and take a view of Mr. Birbeck’s settlement in Illinois. Of this 
rather visionary gentleman, and his colony, we have notbing to 
Say, except that deductions either from his failure or success 
could scarcely be made without error. 

The opening of the sixth letter commences the author’s re- 
marks upon more interesting topics—the state of society, both 
in regard to religion and morals, in this country. It seems that 
a very favourable impression was made upon his mind on his 
first arrival in the United States, by witnessing the numerous 0 
portunities for public worship, and the prevalence of evangeli- 
cal preaching ; though he seems to have been aware that church- 
es are not religion, nor the numbers which they contain, a just 
criterion of the character of the worshippers, p. 50. 

“I felt neither disposed nor called upon to deprive myself of the plea- 
sure I derived from these favourable indications, by refleeting that they 
were no accurate measure of the degree in which personal religion prevails. 
I was quite aware that, in many cases, and especially where there is no es- 
tablishment, churches are sometimes multiplied by the very dissentions of 
a congregation; that a proportion of the active effort engaged in the pro- 
motion of religious objects, is often very little connected with Christian 

rinciple ; and that respect for the form of godliness may survive its power. 

ut at the same time I felt persuaded that, although a love of popularity 
may enroll the worldly in the list of contributors to religious societies, or 
engage them as public advocates in a sacred cause, still that diligent per- 
formance of the routine of official duties, and those self-denying and per 
severing efforts to which religious societies are usually indebted both for 
their origin and prosperity, imply, in most cases, the existence of a higher 
principle, and spring from a purer source.” 

Our author has given us, in connexion with these reflections, a 
short but beautiful description of his visit to Andover, pp. 51—2. 


“On my return from Canada, through Vermont and New-Hampshire, I 
visited the Theological Institution at Andover ; where the handsome colle- 
giate edifice, the spacious grounds, the houses of the professors, and the 
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excellent inn, in some degree attached to the establishment, bore as ample 
testimony to the munificence, as th: object of the institution, to the piety 
of its founders. It is from this esta slishment that the American Board of 
Missions has drawn nearly all its jabourers. After tea we adjourned to 
the college chapel, where religious intelligence from various parts of the 
United States was communicated by the students or professors. We had 
then prayers, after which we separated. It was a beautiful star-light night 
in autumn; and while looking out of my window, at midnight, on this 
quiet scene—where many who were then labouring in distant regions of 
the globe, first felt those ardent aspirings after extensive future usefulness, 
which prompted them to encounter the trials of a missionary life, and 
where many were then preparing for the same honourable enterprise—I 
could not but contrast the privileges of a life thus early and entirely dedi- 
cated to the noblest cause, with those of the most successful commercial 
or political career, where the flame of piety, if not extinguished by the ve- 
ry atmosphere which surrounds it, is exposed to a thousand blasts from 
which the religious zeal of the missionary is sheltered by its peculiar si- 
tuation.” 


No pious heart can be insensible to the most delightful emo- 
tions, when he reflects on the improvement and in some cases 
the transformation of character, which are daily going forward 
in the community. The most energetic and powerful measure 
in the train of operation to cleanse and purify some of our large 
cities, which have been blessed with the most cheering and abun- 
dant success. Societies are springing up of almost every name, 
and embracing almost every variety of purpose, which are dis- 
pensing to the poor the riches of God’s bounty, and to the, vile, 
the proffers of his grace. 

But though the heart may be gladdened by all these displays 
of benevolence, and evidences of reformation, yet in looking over 
our country, and into our cities, we see’ enough over which hu- 
manity sickens, and piety mourns. Immorality and vice are still 
lamentably prevalent. The monster sin stalks abroad in open 
day, dauntless and fearless. It is not easy to say, whether the 
present is better than the past. There are, however, some re- 
deeming hopes in the general aspect of society, end the common 
condition of morals. The pious man, as he travels through our 
country, will all along find some whose hearts are gladdened 
with the same joys, and animated with the same hopes, Men 
too are rising up, who promise to do much towards improving 
the condition of the moral world. Some have already finished 
their work. We cannot forget our Mills, and Parsons, Richards, 
and Newell, who first conceived and put in motion some of those 
measures, which have burst upon the world in such glorious re- 
sults. We cannot but express the wish that many more like 
these may be raised up in our country, whose hearts shall be fired 
with the same zeal—whose bosoms are warmed with the same 
benevolence, and whose labours are rendered equally effectual to 
bless and evangelise the world. It is not easy to calculate the 
amount of influence which the benevolent efforts of one age may 
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have on the benevolent efforts of another age, or the influence 
which individual character of one generation, may have on indi- 
vidual character of another generation, p. 54. 


* At Boston I had the pleasure of an interview with the late venerable 
Dr. Worcester, the secretary of the American Missionary Society, and re- 
ceived much interesting intelligence from the Missionary Board, and its 
exeellent treasurer. There I found an association of young men, who have 
set apart a portion of their income for the establishment of a missionary 

ress at Jerusalem, There, alsv, I had the gratification of seeing Henry 
Martin in an American dress, going forth in the character of a departed 
saint, to advance in the west the cause in which he himself fell so early and 
lamented a sacrifice in the east; to fan, in the very scenes where his belov- 
ed though unknown Henry Brainerd had laboured and expired, the mis- 
siqnary zeal which that eminent man had kindled; and to animate every 
succeeding American missionary by an affecting proof, that a ray of fer- 
vent piety, though emanating from the solitudes of an Ameriean forest, may 
penetrate even the cloisters of Cambridge, and revive a fainting bosom in 
the deserts of Persia or Hindostan,” 


In giving the result of his views upon the subject of religion 
and morals in this country, our author observes, p. 64, 


“ Generally speaking, it has appeared to me, that the style of preaching in 
this country is more Calvinistic than with us, and that there is also less op- 
osition to the peculiar doctrines of the gospel among men of the world. It 
is owing partly to this circumstance, that the profession of religion involves 
Jess of that mitigated persecution of modern days whieh a decided Chris- 
tian must often encounter with us in the regrets or remonstrances of oppo- 
sing friends, or the ridicule or distance of sneering companions. A reli- 
gious profession might, therefore, be supposed to he more common ; and 
perhaps may be rather so, though this has hardly struck me.” 


Now, the cause assigned for the prevalence of evangelical views 
may be one, but we imagine, if there is more vital piety in the 
community here than in England, it may not be because religion 
is not so much persecuted here, but because it is not corrupted 


by making the profession of it a stepping-stone to civil and state 
preferments, 
[To be concluded in our next.} 


OQ er 


Reflections on a Church- Yard.— What a multitude of beings, noble erea- 
tures, are here reduced to dust! God has broken his own best wi rkman- 
ship to peices, and demolished by thousands the finest earthly structure of 
his own building. Death has entered and reigned ever since the fall of 
Adam; it had its commission frem God, and it has devoured multitudes 
of rational creatures, who were endued with the exalted faculties of an im- 
mortal soul. Go to the church- yard, then, O sinful and thoughtless mor- 
tal !—go, learn from every tombstone, and every rising hillock, that the 
wages of sin is death—learn in silence among the dead, that lesson which 
infinitely concerns all the living; nor let thy heart be ever at rest, till thew 
art acquainted with Jesus Christ, who is the “ resurrection and the life,” 
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Lutelligesce. 





GENERAL SYNOD OF THE REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH. 


This Synod closed its session in this city on the 10th inst. We give the 
following extracts from the Report, &c. 


REPORT 


Of the Committee on the State of Religion within the bounds of the Reformed 
Dutch Church. 


In taking a view of the dealings of heaven towards us during 
the past year, your committee have deemed it to be their duty 
to call the attention of General Synod to some of those benevo- 
lent institutions which adorn the age in which we live, and which 
have been more or less patronized by our churches for the sal- 
vation of the world. 

Pre-eminent among these is the American Bible Society —Our 
Reformed Dutch Church has not been backward in hailing the 
rise, and blessing the progress of that grand national institution, 
whose field of operation is the world. 

The United Foreign Missionary Society, though labouring un- 
der severe pecuniary difficulties, has nevertheless carried with 
success the banner of Jesus Christ to the aboriginal inhabitants 
of our country. When we contemplate the situation of the native 
tribes, driven from station to station, melting before the white 
population, and the remnant of them now lying, like Lazarus, at 
our very doors, hard must be the heart that does not feel for their 
situation, and contracted the hand which is not stretched out for 
their relief. Of their helpless misery, our church has not been 
an idle spectator. 

Whilst attempts are thus making to pour light upon the hea- 
then, the descendants of Abraham have not been forgotten. That 
wonderful peuple, dispersed among the nations, everywhere on 
fire and yet not consumed, have recently excited the sympathies, 
and called forth in no ordinary degree the counsels, the exertions, 
and the prayers of the church of God in our land. The first so- 
ciety contemplating the melioration of their condition originated 
in one of your own consistories in this city, and was patronized 
by the classis of New-York. 

On the concerns of that interesting branch of the church of 
Christ, with which we are more immediately connected, your com- 
mittee have to state, that while many things have occurred dur- 
ing the past year of a very cheering description, there are others 
of opposite character, and deeply to be deplored. 

Among those of cheering description, we notice the situation 
and prospects of our Theological College. Thirteen young men, 
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of approved piety and talents, and well versed in sacred litera- 
ture, are ready to be sent forth to supply our vacancies, to build 
up our waste places, and to form new congregations in our desti- 
tute settlements. Never has our school of the prophets assumed 
a more interesting appearance than at the present hour. 

The operations also of the Missionary Society of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, with its auxiliaries, afford subject matter of mu- 
tual congratulation. If our churches were generally aware of 
the incalculable good to be effected by prompt and energetic aid 
afforded to this institution, we are persuaded that they would all 
become cheerful and liberal contributors to its funds. In the city 
of New-York, beside the parent Society, a Female and a Young 
Men’s Missionary Society Auxiliary, have recently been orga- 
nized, and are now in successful operation. 

Although there have been but few instances of special revival 
in our bounds during the past year, yet by the great Head of the 
Church, we have neither been forsaken nor forgotten. 

In the city of New-York, three new congregations have been 
organized, one of which is for peopte of colour, and all are in 
hopeful progress. A new congregation has also been organized 
within the bounds of the Classis of Montgomery. 

In a very large portion of our church the word of God has been 
faithfully preached, and the Heidelbergh catechism regularly 
explained and devoutly attended—discipline maintained—prayer 
meetings instituted—catechetical instruction given—family vi- 
sitation performed—and these generally connected with the pre- 
cious fruits of harmony and good order. 

Whilst your committee thus advert with delight to things pros- 
perous in our churches, faithfulness requires that they should also 
notice such as are of an opposite character.—The unhappy se- 
cession which has taken place in our Church still exists, and there 
is reason to apprehend that no small pains have been taken to in- 
crease and extend the disaffection. We forbear to enter into all the 
causes of this state of things. We deeply lament its existence. 
Our whole church mourns over strife so unnecessary, so unnatu- 
ral, so unrelenting, and so injurious to the Redeemer’s name and 
cause, at the same time that it looks to him whois the living wit- 
ness and the judge of all, who has all hearts in his hand, and 
who holds the helm of universal government, to reconcile, if it 
be his will, these jarring elements, these conflicting passions, 
and to say to this stormy sea, ‘ Peace, be still.” 

On a review of this whole subject, your Committee beg leave to 
offer, for the adoption of General Synod, the following resolu- 
tions, viz. 

Resolved, 1st. That it be earnestly recommended to all our 
classes and congregations to form Missionary Societies auxiliary 
to the Missionary Society of the Reformed Dutch Church, lo- 
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cated in the city of New-York, and to forward the contributions 
that may be raised, with all practicable diligence, to Mr. Corne- 
lius Heyer, treasurer of the same. 

Resolved, 2dly. That it be earnestly recommended to all our 
churches to cherish a holy concern for, and to afford liberal aid 
to those general institutions for the diffusion of the gospel, which 
have been noticed in this report. 

Resolved, 3dly. That it be earnestly recommended to all the 
pastors of our churches, that in connexion with the usual cate- 
chetical instruction, they institute Bible classes under their own 
immediate superintendance, for the instruction of persons more 
advanced in Biblical knowledge. 

Resolved, 4thly. That it be enjoined upon all the classes under 
the care of this General Synod, to take prompt and efficient mea- 
sures for obtaining from their congregations, statistical reports 
more perfect than have hitherto in many instances been render- 
ed. All which is respectfully submitted. 

Puiu Muevoier, Chairman. 








PASTORAL LETTER, 
Addressed to the Churches under the care of the Reformed Dutch Church. 


The General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, to the churches un- 
der their care—Grace be unto you, and peace from him which is, and 
which was, and which is to come. 


Beloved Brethren—It is with cheerfulness, in the close of our 
official duties, we devote a few moments to the purpose of ad- 
dressing to you our Pastoral letter, and that, not so much be- 
cause we have many things to say, as because it is good to ex- 
hort one another daily, and especially that we may show you the 
continuance of our pastoral feeling and deep interest in your 
welfare, 

We bless God that he has not dealt with us, according to our 
iniquities, but has continued to smile on our churches, blessin 
his word preached, and adding to the number of the saved. His 
past mercy is a security for the future, and encouraged by it, Jet 
us be more earnest and diligent in waiting on Him. There is 
special reason for it, also, inasmuch, as while the Lord has blest 
us as a body, individual cases present themselves where all is 
coldness and gloom. We look to some churches, where a short 
time since all was bloom, and beauty, and success, and ask with 
anxiety, why their situation is so changed ;—others we hear of, 
where so little is done for Christ that we tremble, while we fear 
the master would say of them, they have a name to live and are 
dead. We would not have these things thus. Our God is a 
God who answers prayer. Let us therefore be pressing in our 
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entreaties for the general pouring out of his Spirit, that we may 
rejoice in him. 

We recommend to your particular notice the reperts which 
are found in the acts of Synod, and do most sincerely hope that 
you will all promptly attend to the injunctions contained therein. 
Let us not have the pain, of presenting to you, sworn servants of 
the Cross—to you, fur whom God has done so much, opportuni- 
ties of doing good, and having you neglect them. It is our anx- 
ious prayer that you, beloved brethren, of all others, may omit no 
opportunity of doing good, that your charity may be an example 
to all around you. 

If we might single out, as an object worthy the best place in 
your affections, and the first in your charity, it would be that 
which we have so often commended to you, in the strongest 
terms—our Theological School. We are now more firmly con- 
vinced than ever that our efforts for it have been more than ex- 
neriment, and our anxieties and expectations fully correct—that 
we have never exhibited its importance to you, in description too 
highly coloured. We believe, and the present with the past jus- 
tifies the belief that it is the hope of our church that around it, 
as a great centre, the affections, and efforts, and charities of every 
minister, congregation, and member should rally. To the south- 
ern section of our church, we say—fall not back from the advane- 
ed post which ye have occupied in this cause. To the north- 
ern, imitate the example. A committee of our brethren have 
been appointed to visit you, who will furnish an opportunity. 
They are commended to your fullest confidence, receive them 
graciously, hear them kindly, and send them away, only laden 
with your liberality. For our beloved institution we also ask 
your fervent prayers; not that we think you have forgotten it, 
but that it may command more of your attention. Remember 
particularly our venerable father at its head. The churches are 
deeply indebted to him, under God. And as he is going down 
the vale of life, let him live amidst your tenderest sympathies 
and gratitude, and if God should take him from us, let him die 
amid a church’s prayers. 

On the general duties of Christian Churches, be exhorted to 
faithfulness. If there be any spring of Christian activity, any 
tender mercies for perishing men—any emulation of holy exam- 
ple, there is call for all at the present day. 

Beloved brethren, are these some who bear the name of Christ 
who are sons of strife, fomenters of discord and schism—come 
ye out from them, be ye of one heart and one mind. In unity 
of affection and effort are strength and success. Are any carried 
away with every wind and doctrine? Be ye strong and immova- 
ble in the truth. In this day of party feeling, we consider it our 
duty to exhort you to cherish and maintain the doctrines of 
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our padopted standards, insubordination to the’word of 
God. anon yee you, that tho e are now, as they ever been, 
the true expression of the faith ofthe Dutch church. And though 


some of this day, to answer sinister purposes, may representa con- 
scientious attachment to, and defence of, the truth as bigotry— 
know this, that the abiding peace of a well-settled constience 
and a sound, intelligent, faith, is of infinitely more worth to you 





‘ 


than either the sntiles or frowns of any man, or any set of rp 
Are any ‘boasting the correctness and orthodoty of their 
faith, while a great want of the practical detail of tian duty 
and a departure from moral principle show the heresy of their 
heart? Be ye careful and anxious that the orthodoxy of your 
faith be seen in the holiness of your lives. ta 


a. 
To you, pastors, we send the exhortation, to remember your 


very solemn ibilities, that ye lead your people to the pure 
fountain of truth. Be ye first in duty, first in zeal, and first in 
Christian attainment. If there was ever a time when the minis- 


try of truth should seek such eminence of character and attain- 
ment, it is the present, when so many errors are abroad, so much 
policy and finesse are exercised by the abettors of these errors, 
and when, on the part of truth, much is done, and much remains 
to be done, for the cause of Christ. s) F 
You, elders and deacons, we exhort to be at your post; see 
ye hold up the hands of the Moses among you, and di- 
ide with him the responsibilities of his ecclesiastical charge, 
maintain the discipline of the house of God, be jealous, with a 
a 4 ao 1, Over those committed to your care. 
oon ithe period of our duty will terminate. We who address 
you, and you who are addressed, will finish our course; perhaps 
before : another Synod some painful breach may be made among 
us. How important that while we live, we live to God and for 
eternity. Wherefore, beloved brethren, let us be steadfast, im- 


movable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 


——==_ 


ae 


‘‘ The American Soviely for promoting the Civilization and General Improve- 
ment of the indian Tribes withen the United States.”—1st Rost 
This Society-adopted a Constitution, and was organized at 
the city of Washington, in February, 1822. The First Annual 
eport of the Directors was communicated to the Society at 
their meeting is Washington, Feb. 6, 1824. It is short, (apart 
from the Appendix, which contains many interesting documents, ) 
and consists ratlier of a defence and explanation of the views of 
the Founders and Directors, than a detail of past operations. In- 
deed, “ the Society is yet in its infancy, and can hardly be said 
to have commenced operations.” 
C. Herarp, No. 253. #1 


Roston Rerorder. 
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Accompanying the Journal of Mr. Stewart, which we inserted 
in our Jast number, there were several sketches made by Mr. 5. 
with a pencil, which afford interesting views of several scenes and 
objects that fell under his notice. “Of two of these sketches— 
one of the Harbour and Village of Honoruru, the other of the 
Mission House and Chapel at the same place,” says the Phila- 
delpbia Christian Advocate for June, “we have caused engrav- 
ings to be made. We give the latter of these sketches in the 
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number of our work, and the other will appear in our 
next. ‘The Mission House, it will be observed, is in the style of 
building eustomary in our own country. Near it are seen several 
small buildings, formed in the manner in which the natives. con- 
struct their abodes—with poles or bamboos placed erect in the 
ground, and these interlaced with rushes and grass, and with a 
cover of grass thatch over the whole. Doors and windows are 
made by cutting holes in the ends or sides of the structures, which 
generally remain open. No glass is used in the windows. . “ Our 
house,” says Mr. Stewart, in writing to his sister, “ might easily 
be ereeted in the smallest room im yours, being neither so long 
nor so broad ; and the ridge of the roof is only nine feet from the 
ground—the eaves little more than three feet. It is c ed 
entirely of small poles and grass. Ithas three small holes in the 
sides for windows, without sash or glass; and the door has nei- 
ther bolt, lock, nor bar. 

“¢ At ashort distance from the enclosure, or missionary yard, on 
the right, stands the Missionary Chapel, constructed of the same 
materials as the dwelling-houses, and surrounded by a slighi 
fence. It appears that the chapel will contain about 400 peo- 

The bell of the chapel is suspended on two posts erected 
before the front door. In the distance, to the right, is seen the 
ship Thames, as she appeared on her approach to Renomies ju 
the back ground, the mountains of the island appear, with trees 
and shrubs at their base.” I. Y. Observer. 








——_— 


THE AFRICAN COLONY. 


Extract of a letter from Lieut. Com’d’t. John D. Sloat te Commodore David 
Porter, commanding United States’ squadron in the West Indies, Coast 
of Africa, &c. date 

U. S. schr. Gramps, 
Matanzas, May 29, 1824. 


“In conformity to your orders of the 24th of January, 1824, 
I sailed from Hampton Roads, on the 28th ropes and pro- 
ceeded to the coast of Africa. On the 4th of April I anchored 
at Cape Mesurado, and visited the colony of free people of co- 
Jour, where I remained eight days, and have the satisfaction to 
report, that I found them comfortably settled, and at peace with 
all the neighbouring nations. Although they apprehend that the 
tribe they had the difficulty with previous to the visit of the Cy- 
ane, is not friendly to them, yet they do not believe they will ven- 
ture to attack them again, particularly since my visit, as | gave 
the natives to understand that I should return there shortly, and 
they know that I supplied the colony with ammunition, provisions, 
&c. &c.—a return of which I enclose. The appearance of the 
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Grampus on the coast has been of essential service to the settle- 
ment. The trade with the natives in their immediate vicinity 
had been stopped for some time; but, when they found: the 
Grampus to be a vessel of war, the King sent in word that he 
would open the trade ; and, before I left there, the natives began 
to come in with provisions and other articles in considerable 
numbers. The agent for the United States, as well as that for 
the Colonization Society, had left the settkement some time be- 
fore my arrival. They have appointed acting Agents, Mr. Wa- 
ring for the United States, and Mr. Johnson for the Society, both 
coloured men. By their advice, the people have elected a Coun- 
cil of Twelve, to assist in managing the affairs of the Colony, and 
by what I could discover they appear to be doing very well.— 
But they are extremely desirous to have the advice of good Agenis. 
They say they do not yet feel themselves competent to manage 
the establishment. Their settlement is very pleasantly situated 
on a narrow peninsula, the sea on one side, and Mesurado river on 
the other, on high ground, and they have for its protection a 
tolerable good fort, built of stone, at one end of the village, on 
which are mounted, at present, cne long eighteen pounder, and 
two eighteen pound gunnades. At the other extremity is a block- 
house, with one nine pounder and one six. They also have 
mounted one brass four pound field-piece, and one two-pound 
swivel, besides several other guns not mounted, and about one 
hundred muskets, eighty of which are in good order, and the 
others they will be able to repair with the tools and materials I 
gave them. ‘The number of inhabitants is two hundred and thir- 
ty-seven, seventy-eight of them capable of bearing arms, who are 
formed into a company, and muster, or exercise, every Satur- 
day. They all have very good houses, and some of them begin 
to cultivate gardens. ‘They have also cleared a considerable 
piece of ground intended for cultivation. They catch, in the 
river, a variety of fine fish and plenty of oysters: they have an 
abundance of fine timber, and the soil is very good; and they 
all appear to be quite contented with their situation. ‘They pro- 
bably enjoy as good health there as they would in any part of the 
world. Of the last emigrants, one hundred and five, all have gone 
through their seasoning—three young children only have died, 
and they with complaints incident to every climate and country. 
“I have made this detailed report, believing it would be a- 
greeable to you, to the Society, and to all those friendly to the 
settlement, to know exactly how these people are situated, as I 
have been informed at St. Thomas that there are, at present, very 
discouraging reports in circulation in the United States.” 











1824. | Intelgence.— Revivals of Religion. 405 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 





In our last volume, we have had occasion frequently to notice revivals 
of Religion, in various parts of our land. Perhaps there never has been 
a time when the influences of the Holy Spirit were felt more extensive- 
ly than at present. The refreshing showers of Divine Grace are not 
confined to any particular region, but in every place, from Maine even 
to the tribes of Indians in the wilderness, where there are Christians to 
call on the name.of the Lord, He has manifested His willingness to hear 
and answer their"requests, by pouring out His Spirit upon them. 

Some of the revivals which we have mentioned in this state, are still 
continued, and others have recently commenced. In many places 
great additions have been made to the churches, and great improve- 
ments made in the habits and morals of the people. 

In Colchester the revival is still continued. The last accounts state 
that more than two hundred are indulging hope that they have expe- 
rienced that new birth without which, our Saviour said, “no man can see 
the kingdom of God”—and a number were still inquiring what they 
should do to be saved. 

In Harwinton the revival is still progressing—about 150 were rejoic- 
ing in the same hope,;two weeks ago. Among this number were 47 
male heads of families, who, after living without hope and without 
prayer from twenty-five to fifty years, have now erected the family al- 
tar to the Lord. 

In Burlington, an adjoining town, 90 came forward at one time, on 
the first Sabbath in this month, and took the vows of God upon them. 
They were not ashamed to confess Christ before men, and their hope of 
salvation through his blood. In Bristol about 40 were propounded for 
admission to the Church. 

The revival in East-Haddam, which commenced in December last, 
still continues. It is a great and glorious work. About 160 have been 
reclaimed from the thraldom of sin and Satan, and brought into the glo- 
rious liberty of the Gospel. Nearly all the youth of the parish have 
been led to seek their Creator “ before the evil days come.” These, 
added to about 130 in Millington Society, make the whole number in 
East-Haddam nearly 300. 

The revival in Danbury was the last week as interesting as at any 
time since its commencement. About 70 have the new song of redeem- 
ing love put in their mouths. 

In Lyme a revival has recently commenced. About 50 in one so- 
ciety, and 30 in the other, were rejoicing in hope, while a great number 
appeared to be earnestly inquiring what they must do to be saved. 

During the last week we have heard of revivals just commenced at 
Meriden, at North and South Canaan, and at Cornwall. But we shall 
leave a farther detail for the report of the General Association. 

Revivals have been progressing in several places in Washington 
county, N. ¥Y. At Salem, more than 100 are subjects of the work. At 
Sandy-Hill and Glenn’s Falls, 107. 


Religious Intelligencer, 
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REVIVAL AT BALTIMORE. 

Christians havé ‘beens rejoiced by the ‘work of divine grace with 
which Baltimore (Md.) has been blessed the past year. A narrative 
of this revival, as it began and progressed in the Third Presbyterian 
Churehj has recently been published in a pamphlet, pp. 36, 12mo. by 
the Pastor, Rev. C. Walton. Up to the time the narrative was pub- 
lished, \{March;) 63 had been added to the Church, and 80 or 90 
ful coriversions ; and the work is still progressing. The first addition 
of the fruits of the revival was sixteen persons, in October ; and the 
labours of the Pastor, in connection with a young man who had been 
mueh with the Revs Mr. Nettleton, with express tef to a revival; 
commenced in June previous. ' The means which in this case were’se 
soon and so ‘signally blessed, were the same which have ever been niore 
or less used where revivals have been granted to the Churches, and 
which have been so effectual in the hands of that distinguished man, 
whose name is so closely associated with the remarkable revivals which 
the last few years have witnessed in Conn. Mass. and this state, in 
the vicinity of Albany. These means are nothing strange, and are 
as easily within the reach of all as were the waters of Jordan to the 
leprous Syrian. They are, in short, nothing but the natural aetings of 
a soul really intent on the salvation of sinners, and really imbued with 
the faith of Christ—a soul really believing that sinners are perishing, 
and without repentance perish for ever—really believing an Almighty 
Saviour is ready and waiting to save returning penitents—really at heart 
seeking first the kingdom of God for himself, and for all over whom he 
may exert any influence. Will not such a soul pray—will he not éx- 
hort sinners, warn and entréat with all long-suffering—will he not lay 
the truth before sinners, ask their attention to it, urge them to seek the 
Lord while he may be found, to call upon him while he is near—wilt he 
not act as if eternity was of infinite moment, the salvation of the soul 
infinitely deserving the first attention of the sinner, before any other 
concern? He most assuredly will. A man can no more really believe 
these momentous truths, and not act in this manner, than the humane 
heart ean see a house in flames, its inmates perishing, and not make an 
effort to saye them. And there is no accounting for the amazing ear- 
nestnéss and labours of Paul, but upon such a full belief of these truths. 
“ We believe, therefore speak” —“ and knowing the terrors of the Lord, 
we persuade men.” And there is no accounting for the manner thou- 
sands of Ministers and Christians live—their inactivity, their unenga- 
gedness in religion, their want of anxiety about the salvation of mens 
but by admitting that they do not believe sinners will perish, unless 
they repent—do not believe that they are to seek first the kingdom of 
God—do not believe the careless sinner is in most imminent danger of 
eternal death—do not believe every impenitent is an enemy of God, 
and literally deserves his wrath and curse for evet—does not believe 
that the child, or companion, or acquaintance, or parishioner, he is 
now encouraging in some worldly pleasure, or pursuit, (and if he is 
not warning him of his danger, he is éneouraging,) is by this encou- 
ragement hastened onward to endless destruction. Nothing else but un- 
belief can account for these things, and for the conduet of most pro- 
fessors of religion—for the fact, that of the several thousand professors 
of all these solemn truths, in this city. so few can he found willing to 
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confine themselves to the interesting duties.of the Sabbath School, and 
every Sabbath to labour 4 or 5 hours to help perishing sinners out of 
hell into the joys of heaven ; but to indulge their ease, to sleep more, 
eat more, visit more, they are willing to suffer the ignorant to perish 
for lack of vision, and themselves to lose that: crown of glory which 
shall shine as the stars for ever, on the brow of him who» shall turn 
many to righteousness. 

The author of this narrative evidently believed, and therefore he 
spoke and acted as was his duty. He gives the following brief account 
of the course he pursued; and here it is proper to observe that his ob- 
ject im publishing, as he says in conclusion, was not “chiefly to give a 
narrative of a revival, but to promote the’ spirit of revival—to excite 
my fellow Christians to a more faithful discharge of their diities, and 
to offer such suggestions as may assist those who are conscious of hav- 
ing neglected their duty, in determining what they ought now to do. 

“ Another object I have had in view, is to farnish a tract which may 
with advantage be distributed in a congregation during the progress of 
a revival, especially where incorrect views are entertained respecting 
some points here diseussed.”’ 

After stating his lively interest in the accounts of revivals which he 
heard or read, his anxiety to witness a revival, his effort to obtain all 
the information he could respecting the means which had been most 
remarkably blessed” in promoting revivals, he says, ‘ Just atthat time, 
E formed an acquaintance with a young man, a student of theology, who 
had been in several revivals, and who had conversed with the Rev. Mr. 
Nettleton on the subject. He knew Mr. Nettleton’s views and plans of 
operation. He stated them to me; and they appeared so reasonable 
and so seriptural, that I felt no hesitation in receiving them. Believing 
now that if we made use of the proper means we might have a revi- 
val, I immediately prepared a sermon op the subject. After service, 
on a Sabbath morning, I requested all the communicants to remain 
a short tine. We then addressed them more particularly and solemnly 
on the subject, and concluded by urging them to meet, two or three 
together, in different parts of the congregation, to converse and pray 
for this object. On the same evening, and at the same hour, we as- 
sembled a few young people at a private house, and talked to them, ten- 
derly and solemnly, about the concerns of their souls. These meet- 
ings on Monday evening were continued. Meanwhile, we visited from 
house to house, and conversed with all whom we met, if circum- 
stances appeared to be favourable. We came to the point without 
needless ceremony, and as soon as our message was delivered, we de- 
parted. We also endeavoured to impress it upon the minds of pro- 
fessing Christians that now they ought to be very solemn and much 
engaged, and so to order their conversation, that it might tend to deep- 
en the impression which we wished to make on the minds of their 
children, and others around them. About that time we commenced a 
meeting on Friday evening, for the professors only, with a view to 
engage them in such exercises as would lead them to self-examination, 
self-abasement, humble confession to God, and earnest prayer for the 
out-pouring of his spirit. 

“ We hadnot laboured long in this manner, before we saw something 
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like the beginning of a work of grace. The young people who attend. 
ed our Monday evening meeting evinced more and more concern, and 
soon it became literally and emphatically an anzious meeting ; and so 
it continues to this day.” 

Doing this, as he doubtless did, with a manner and tone, and serious 
earnestness, which showed his heart was in the matter, and belief in 
his heart ; it was impossible, seeing that God has determined by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe, and that belief com- 
eth through hearing, that sinners should not give heed to the things that 
belong to their peace; and that anxiety deep and lasting should follow, 
was as much to be expected from such a course of faithful use of the ap- 
pointed means of grace, as the harvest to follow the improved seed time. 
It did follow, and Baltimore still feels the heavenly influence. In view 
of this, we cannot but have our minds revert to that immensity of most 
glorious effect, which would result from a similar effort of Christians 
and Ministers in this city—in every place. But we cannot dwell on 
this most glowing vision of good things that might come, were Chris- 
tians faithful. There is a duty to be done—Heaven grant the heart. 

There are many interesting topics treated of in this pamphlet ; and 
it is all imbued with a spirit that cannot be too highly commended: 
It is that of Paul, of Christ—that spirit of Christ, without which we 
are none of his—a spirit, for possessing which no Paul, nor the most 
perfect imitator of Christ, will have occasion to glory, but for the 
want of which no one who names the name of Christ can be excused, 
We should gladly, would our limits permit, make long extracts from 
it; but we must commend it to the perusal of all who would promote 
revivals, and rejoice for this evidence that the “saving Spirit” is on 
the wing, and is farther and farther extending its reviving power. 


MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


From the Annual Report of this Society, it appears that 17 mission- 
aries have been employed during the past year, 10 of whom are loca- 
ted as Pastors of Churches, and receive a part of their support from 
the people among whom they labour. The Trustees have made nine- 
teen appointments for the current year, and yet have not complied with 
all the requests which were made for assistance. The Society has 
been in existence for 25 years, and during that peridd has employed 
224 missionaries. They have laboured in destitute places in Massa- 
chusetts, Maine, Rhode-Island, New-Hampshire, Vermont, New-York, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Tennessee, and the varions states west of the 
Alleghany Mountains, from Lake Erie to the Floridas. They have 
also visited several of the tribes of the Indians within the limits of the 
United States. Their term of service, it is supposed, has been, upon 
an average, about six months each. The missionaries have been in- 
strumental in forming more than 50 churches, and niany of these now 
not only supply themselves with the stated preaching and ordinances 
of the gospel, but are doing much to extend these blessings tc others. 
Often more than one hundred persons in a year, have been admitted 
to Churches which were already formed. N. Y. Obs. 
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“The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee."’ 








For the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine. 





THE SALVATION OF SEAMEN! 
WHAT MUST BE DONE TO EFFECT IT? 


AnotueEr duty to be performed by the Christian world to- 
wards seamen, is amply to provide them with Churches or Chapels 
for religious worship when they are in port. ‘This is pre-eminently 
necessary to be done in ail the large sea-ports throughout the 
Christian world. It is probably a fact, that the manner in whicli 
sailors generally spend their sabbaths, when on shore, has, as 
mach as almost any one thing, tended to demoralize their habits, 
and harden them in sin. This fact will be realized, and felt by 
almost every man who will suffer himself to remember that a 
prostration or disregard of the Sabbath, and the destruction of 
religion go hand in hand, whether it be in a nation, city, family, 
or even in an individual. Where aneglect or profanation of the 
Sabbath begins, religion, and even morality,ends. So deeply 
did this sentiment affect the heart of a good man, that he said 
to the world, “blot out the Sabbath, and you blot out the last 
beam of hope from the troubled and desponding heart. Blot 
out the Sabbath, and no longer will the salutary lessons of the 
Bible lead ungodly men to repentance and salvation. No longer 
will the silver clarion of the gospel proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives, and the opening of death’s prison doors to those that are 
bound. No longer will the voice of supplication ascend from 
this ruined world, to draw from heaven the blessing now so mu- 
nificently imparted by the hearer of prayer. Blot out the Sab- 
bath, and, in one mighty crowd of pilgrims, this world’s population 
would march quietly on to the gulf of remediless ruin.” That 
this is not an imaginary evil, must be’ manifest from the count- 
less evils which actually followed the abolition of the Sabbath 
in France, during what has been justly styled “ the reign of ter- 
ror,” in which all religion was proscribed, and death declared 
“an eternal sleep.” 

With these facts before us, let it be kept in mind that the sailor 
generally, on shore, has been almost entirely without a sabbath ; 
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and that for so long a time he has nearly forgotten, if he ever 
knew, that it has any sanctions, priviliges, or obligations for him. 
He has had no place-of worship to which he could resort, had he 
a mind to it, in most of the large sea-ports of the world, without 
considering himself, and being considered by others, as an intru- 
der where he did not belong. 

Generally they have no right in any house of worship; con- . 
sequently they cannot feel at home in them, and especially as they 
are generally treated with much less hospitality than ordinary 
strangers, from the single fact that they are sailors. 

From some cause or other, the public sentiment is considerably 
strong that it is a disgrace to mingle with sailors in any way ; and 
the sailor knowing this fact, and having the general feelings of 
a man, cannot well be persuaded to seek the company of such. 
This state of things may be illustrated by fact. A young wo- 
man of this city, in the ordinary walks of life, from curiosity, or 
some other motive, was induced one sabbath to attend the meet- 
ing at the Mariner’s Church. In the course of the week, a youn 
friend asked her where she attended Church on the Sabbath? 
and on being informed that she attended the Mariner’s Church, 
replied, “then I hope you put on a round jacket and trowsers, 
when you go with the sailors.” In presence of a lady, one of the 
preachers of the Mariner’s Church was called a minister. “A 
minister !”’ said she, “I did not know that he was a minister: I 
thought he was only an ordinary exhorter, who talked to the sai- 
lors sometimes. I thought nobody went to those meetings but 
sailors, and the lower classes of the vulgar.” Now, with all such 

eople, a Church which is good enough for them, is too good 
or a sailor, and he of course could not be admitted into it to 
worship with them, nor is he anxious to solicit the privilege, so 
long as he is looked upon as unworthy of a place among refined 
society. The testimony of sailors is often given to the fact, that 
they have often sought for a place in some Church without effect. 
“I have often tried to go to Church, but could receive no other 
notice than to be gazed at,” is a testimony often given, and a 
complaint often made by them. And it is no uncommon thing 
for them to allude to this distressing fact, in their expressions of 
gratitude to God for the Mariner’s Church, in solemn prayer to 
the God of all their mercies. (For some of them can pray in 
spirit and in truth, as will be shown in another place.) Take 
seamen as a body, with their present dispositions and feelings, 
and they would not attend an ordinary place of worship if they 
might; and another fact is equally certain, that they might not 
do it if they would ; because it would by so many be considered 
as a disgrace to the assembly. This fact pleads powerfully in 
favour of a House or Chapel for them, where they can go in 
company with each other, and their families, to hear the Word of 
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Life. The importance of a place of worship for them, by them- 
selves, might also be urged from their general habits and modes 
of thinking, and of association—from their dress, their dialect, 
and indeed from almost every peculiarity which constitutes them 
seamen. They feel more free, more at home, and as if they 
were not intruding on the rights of other men. 

The duty of providing seamen with a place of worship in all 
the large sea-ports is most forcibly urged from their numbers. 
It is a fact, that if they were ever so much disposed to attend 
worship in the ordinary places, they could not be accommodated. 
This will appear evident by attending a little to the number of 
these men. In the mean time it is proper to remark, that it is 
very probable that there are few subjects on which there is a more 
general misapprehension, than in regard to the number of men 
employed in maritime pursuits. Many have supposed that a few 
thousand, at most, would number the whole maritime popula- 
tion of the globe. It is true, indeed, that such an opinion must 
have been formed without bestowing much thought on the sub- 
ject, and yet it is entertained by men who, in other matters, are 
men of thought and understanding. This single fact makes it 
necessary that an effort should be made to fix upon some data 
from which something like a probable estimate may be arrived 
at, in regard to the number of seamen. This is necessary, be- 
cause it is not to be expected that any thing like a united and 
extended effort for their salvation will be made by the Christian 
world, unless they are convinced that their number, as well as 
their situation, will warrant such an effort. 

The number of heathen who were perishing in the gross 
darkness which covers the nations, has been a stong motive to 
the Christian world to give them the light of life, and thus di- 
minish the number of wretched pilgrims who are thronging the 
road to death. And can it be doubted whether the same Chris- 
tian principle will give the means of light and salvation to the 
seamen of our world, many of whom are bone of our bone, 
and flesh of our flesh, when it shall be made evident that not 
only their moral desolation but also their number demand the im- 
mediate and most efficient application of these means? What 
Christians have done, absolutely forbids the doubt. Let us then 
attempt to arrive at something like a probable estimate of the 
number of seamen, and see if we are not authorized to say they 
ought to have places of worship prepared for them when on 
shore. It is not to be expected that any estimate which can be 
made at this time will come within many thousands of the real 
state of the case, but still enough can be ascertained to show 
that the number of these men are greatly underrated by even 
those who are in the habit of putting some estimate upon them. 
Let the United States be taken as a general data’on which to 
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proceed. Say, then, in round numbers, that there are belong- 
ing to the United States 100,000 seamen. This is probably not 
the exact number; there may be a few thousand under this, and 
there may be a few thousand over it ; still the real number does 
not vary much from that above stated. Now, let the population 
of the United States stand at 10,000,000, and we have one sea- 
man to every hundred of our population, which, in regard to the 
United States, is undoubtedly a fact. ‘The same applied to the 
population of the globe, allowing it to be 800,000,000, will give 
us a sea population of 8,000,000. This estimate is undoubtedly 
too high, because all parts of the world have not an eqnal pro- 
portion of seamen, according to their population, with the Uni- 
ted States. Let us then suppose one seaman to two hundred in- 
habitants, and it will give us a sea-population of 4,000,000. Or 
even one seaman to 400 inhabitants, and then we shall have 
2,000,000 of seamen. If this is considered too high, let us sup- 

ose another estimate of the earth’s population, which is thought 
by many good judges at this day to be within proper bounds, 
Let the population of the globe be 1,000,000,000, and then 
suppose one seaman to 1,000 inhabitants, and we shall have 


1,000,000 of seamen, besides their families, who are mostly desti- 


tute of the meansof grace. This estimate is undoubtedly much too 
low, for there is probably not a nation on the globe which has 
not as many as one out of 1,000 of her population employed 
in maritime pursuits. And there are many nations concerning 
whom it would not give more than a tenth part of their maritime 
population. This is true in regard to the United States, and 
probably as true in regard to Spain, and it-is certainly a fact 
as applied to Denmark, and still more strikingly so in regard to 
Great Britain. This estimate would at most give her but 
15,000 seamen, when she has probably more than 300,000. It 
may perhaps be thought that this surplus will more than be ba- 
lanced by the want of the estimated proportion in the Empire 
of China, according to its population. Let this be looked at a 
little. Suppose the population of that Empire be estimated at 
200,000,000, and then one sailor to 1000 inhabitants would 
give 200,000 seamen. If its population be only 150,000,000, 
then its proportion of seamen would be 150,000. In looking 
over the history of China, a few facts present themselves to 
throw a little light on this part of the world in regard to seamen. 
The city of Nan-tchang-foo has shipping to the amount of 
100,000 tons, independent, as it is said, of “innumerable small 
craft.” This would give that city at least 10,000 seamen. In ano- 
ther place wehave an account of Tartarand Chinese pirates. The 
account states, “'The number of these rebel vessels has been 
stated, by recent accounts, as not less than 4000; of which the 
largest are about 200 tons burden, carrying from 200 to 300 
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men, and from 12 to 20 guns; while the smallest are about 30 
tons, with fifty or sixty men.” Now, the fair average of men 
from these numbers would be 150 toa vessel ; but if instead 
of this we give but one hundred to a vessel, it will give us no 
less than 400,000 of those rebel seamen. Another fact in re- 
gard to Ciina is, that the annual expense of the Empire on its 
marine and boats is at least $20,000,000. This shows at least 
one fact, and that is that their maritime population must be very 
great. There is still another fact to which it is proper in this 
estimate to advert. Speaking of the severe gales to which the 
Chinese seas are subject, the historian says, “ ‘These heavy gales 
prove fatal to such vast numbers of Chinese vessels, that ten or 
twelve thousand persons from Canton alone are supposed to pe- 
rish annually by shipwreck.” If we may suppose five seamen to 
one lost by these shipwrecks, it will give to the city of Canton 
alone 50,000 seamen ; and if we were to suppose only two to 
one lost, still it would give to that city from 20 to 25,000 sea- 
men. There are still some other facts, which might serve to 
illustrate the number of seamen in this vast empire; but these 
are sufficient to show that on any thing like a = estimate 
we cannot put the maritime population of China at less than 
1,000,000. So that from facts which are known, it is hardly 
possible, rationally, to estimate the sea population of our world 
at less than 2,000,000. ‘Then we must add at least 2,000,000 
or 3,000,000 more for the familes of seamen—for superannua- 
ted seamen, and along-shore-men—all, or most of whom, if be- 
nefited by the gospel at all, are to be approached in the same way 
as seamen are to be approached; and if evangelized at all, 
they are to be evangelized by efforts to bring seamen from their 
fallen state to the light and liberty of the gospel of Christ. 
To bring this view of the subject still nearer to our bosoms, 
let us look at the single city of New-York. This city is indeed 
but one Jittle spot in this great world, but still it has belonging 
to it, including those who are regular traders to its port, more 
than 16,000 seamen. Suppose one thousand out of these to be 
pious men, (which is probably a large estimate,) and it will leave 
us 15,000 who need the salvation of Christ in order that they 
may best answer the end of their being, and die in peace. To 
see, however, the weight of responsibility, as it actually lies upon 
us Continually, we must form an estimate of the number con- 
stantly in port, to whom the streams of kindness and love ought 
constantly to flow. The following facts will give a clue to this 
estimate. In February Ist, 1824, there were in this port 173 
vessels ; in January Ist, 1824, there were 326 vessels; in April 
Ist, 1823, there were 447 vessels; and in November Ist, 1823, 
there were 538 vessels. The average number of vessels con- 
stantly in port may properly be estimated at 350 vessels. Now, 
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if we allow eight men to each vessel, it will give us 2,800 sea- 
men constantly in port, who need to be benefitted by the gospel 
of salvation. If for superannuated seamen and along-shore- 
men we add 1000, it will increase the number who are constant- 
ly to be benefitted by the labours of the Society to 3,800. Then 
add to this 1000 families of seamen, and five to each family, will 
give an addition of 5,000; and then it will appear that we have, 
in the city of New-York alone, 8,800 of immortal beings who 
need to be benefited by the labours of the “‘ Society for promo- 
ting the Gospel among Seamen.” Then suppose them all dispo- 
sed to attend to the salvation of God, (and the Society are ne- 
ver to consider their work and labour of love accomplished, till 
they are disposed, and even desirous to obtain that salvation,) 
and the importance of not only one Church, but of eight Church- 
es will be manifest in order to give them that ample accommo- 
dation which will appear needful. If, then, so much is needful in 
New-York, how much is needful for the maritime world? If 
New-York would need eight Churches to accommodate her sea- 
men, the United States would need 20 or 30 scattered along her 
whole sea-board. England would need her 100 Churches or 
Chapels to accommodate her seamen; and the other nations a 
roportionable number according to their maritime population. 
Nor is it difficult to see, that until more is done for seamen, and 
they better prepared with suitable places of worship than they 
are at present, they will be mostly destitute of the necessary 
means of salvation, and will consequently be mostly destitute of 
a Sabbath which shall shine on them with peace and love. Can 
it be supposed that Christian America has done her duty ¢o her 
100,000 seamen, so long as she has but 2 or 3 Churches devoted 
to them. Or that British Christians have done their duty to 
their immense sea population, with only 7 or 8 Chapels for their 
accommodation when in port? Surely, neither can ever be sup- 
posed, without throwing off all obligation to them, and aban- 
doning them to their destructive vices, and to inevitable ruin. 


LIVERPOOL BETHEL UNION. 
Copy of a Letter to a Member of the Committee. 


Dear Sin—Since the letter addressed to the Committee of 
the Liverpool Bethel Union was written, two interesting circum- 
stances occurred on board the Devonshire, on her homeward 
passage to London, which I relate, in order to show the sove- 
reignty of Divine Grace in choosing the most unlikely among 
men as the objects of His mercy, and in blessing the most fee- 
ble effort, when made with a sincere desire to promote His glory. 
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On the evening of the 20th of September, one of the sea- 
men came up to me, while I was walking the deck with the passen- 
gers, bathed in tears, and desired to speak to me by myself. I 
waiked aside with him, and for some time he could scarcely ar- 
ticulate a word. At last, having a little recovered himself, he 
observed :—‘ Sir, I cannot rest, day or night, my sins are so hea- 
vy upon me. [ should be much obliged to you, if you can in- 
struct me how I may get ease.” I asked him whether he had 
committed any particular sin that gave him uneasiness? ‘ No, 
Sir,” he replied, “I never murdered any one, nor did any one 
harm; but I feel myself such a sinner, that I fear I shall be 
damned.” I asked how long he felt himself such a sinner? 
“Only since last Sunday: I never felt any concern before.” 
This was joyful tidings for me; whilst he shed tears of grief, I 
could not refrain from shedding tears of joy on his account. This 
reminded me of the application made by the jailor to the Apos- 
tles :—‘ Sirs, what must I do to be saved f” i pointed to Christ, 
as the sacrifice for sins; and urged him to go and confess his 
sins, and implore pardon through the merits of Jesus Christ. 
He said he was ignorant, and could not read the Bible, which 
he desired much to do, and would on his return learn to read. He 
continued, during the passage, an humble inquirer ; his conduct 
much changed ; and I learn from the carpenter, who is a pious 
man, that he prays morning and evening, which alone, he says, 
relieves his mind. 

About a week after this period, at the close of the prayer- 
meeting on Saturday evening, I was walking forward to the 
forecastle, and perceived a young man, stretched out on the 
boat, weeping bitterly. I asked him what was the cause of his 
tears? He told me that he saw himself going to hell, and that 
there was no hope for him—his sins were too great to be pardon- 
ed. He had good advice given him by his father, who is a mi- 
nister of the gospel in D , but he despised it, and every 
word I said this evening came home to his conscience. I en- 
couraged him, from the promises of the gospel, to go to Christ, 
and he would not be rejected. He said he would, if I thought 
there was any hope. He would often weep under the Word, and, 
during the passage, an evident change was produced in his 
conduct. 

Both of these men had given me great trouble, from their 
turbulent, perverse dispositions, and were much addicted to 
drunkenness. I am encouraged to hope the Spirit of the Lord 
is teaching them, and he has promised that when he begins a 
ood work he will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. 
irace begun must be perfected in glory. Now unto the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be all the glory 
ascribed. Amen. Yours, Truly. 
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Extracts from the Reports of the Committee of the Bethel Companies. 


One of the Bethel Secretaries being introduced to a small 
circle of friends, who had met for religious conversation, and 
most of whom were attendants at the Floating Chapel, four of 
the members present attributed their conviction of sin to the 
preaching of the Gospel, and the other devotional exercises, at 
the Floating Chapei. One woman, (the wife of a sailor,) who 
appeared oppressed with sorrow, said she had sat long under 
the Word, and had heard the Gospel, but it never was a glad 
sound, until it pleased God to open her heart under the ministry 
of Dr. Raffles; since which time she had been seeking, in 
much prayer, for the forgiveness of her sins. Another was 
awakened under a discourse by Mr. Pyer; and the other two 
through the humble labours of the Leaders of the Bethel meet- 
ings held there. 

A member of the Bethel Companies was accidentally called 
upon, in the way of business, by the captain of a vessel, who 
observed to a friend that accompanied them, “ Capt. R . 
that is the man I so often spoke about.” Being requested to give 
an explanation of the remark, he stated, that about three months 
before, he stepped into the Floating Chapel, from mere curiosi- 
ty. “You (addressing the friend) was reading from the scrip- 
tures, concerning the parables of the Lord, and making such re- 
marks as you thought suitable. My conscience smote me—I 
conjectured you knew me; but I soon found it was the Lord 
who spoke, and by whose light I beheld my lost and wretched 
state. I mourned before him, and upon my knees sought his 
mercy and pity. I thirst to know Him, whom to know is life, 
I thank God for such an establishment as the Floating Chapel; 
it was there, when I that was blind began to see. I humbly 
hope that He who has begun this good work will complete it to 
the glory of His name.” 





—-e— 
REGARD TO THE SABBATH. 


The great transportation companies lately established on the 
Canal, between Albany and Buffaloe, have set an example wor- 
thy of imitation—they start no boat on the Sabbath. And one 
of these companies, says a writer in the New-York Tract Maga- 
zine, in its printed instructions for the management of its boats, 
requires them to stop from 6 o’clock, A. M. to 6 o’clock, P. M. 
en the Sabbath. This may lead to still better things. 
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PROSPECTUS 


OF 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL MAGAZINE, 
TO BE PUBLISHED MONTHLY, 


BY THE 


American Sunday School Union. 


a 


Tue time was, when the announcement of a new periodical work 
would have required its author to avow himself the advocate of 
some theory in philosophy, of some party in politics, or of some sect 
in religion. But that time has now passed away, and in present- 
ing to the public the prospectus of a new Magazine, to be devo- 
ted to the cause of benevolence and piety, we may hope for 
a favourable reception, though we lay claim to the patronage of 


‘no particular sect or denomination, but confidently invite the 


support of all. 


abbath School instruction has become so universally, and de- 
servedly approved, by all classes of well informed persons, that its 
active friends have more cause to complain of indifference, than of 
opposition. But notwithstanding the general favour which these 
institutions have obtained in the public mind, seme new effort is 
required to give an impetus, and wise direction, to the exertions of 
those who espouse this mode of Christian benevolence. And the 
Managers of the American Sunday School Union believing that a 
Monthly Magazine, adapted to the purposes of the Society, would 
promote these important ends, have resolved to publish such 
a journal, relying on the blessing of God to crown their labours 
with success. To secure the patronage required to support this 
work, the Managers address themselves directly to the friends of 
the Institution, and to all who are engaged in the arduous and 
self-denying duties of Sabbath School instruction, to bespeak their 
favourable reception, and steady support of the 


SUNDAY SCHOOL MAGAZINE. 


The American Sunday School Union, which was organized in 
the city of Philadelphia on the 25th of May, 1824, now numbers, 
as its auxiliaries, seven hundred and twenty-three schools, having 
seven thousand three hundred and thirty-seven teachers, and forty- 
eight thousand six hundred and eighty-one scholars. 

All the funds and books of the late Philadelphia Sunday and 
Adult School Union, having now become the property of this Soci- 
ety; and the many expressions of pleasure and satisfaction, which 
have been given to its plan, by pious and distinguished individuals 
from different, and distant sections of the United States, render it 
in fact, as well as in name, a National Institution. 

The following resolution, passed at the late anniversary of the 
Sunday and Adult School Union, will show the importance which 
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that. very numerous and respectable meeting attached to this de- 
sign of the Board of Managers: . 


On the motion of the Rev. Ranpouru Stone, of Ohio, seconded by 
the Rev. Henry Smrru, of New York, 


“‘ Resolved, That this meeting have heard, with great pleasure, that measures 
have been adopted to publish a Monthly Magazine, to. be devoted to the in- 
terests of Sunday Schools, and that they do unanimously, and most cordially 
approve the contemplated work, and carnestly recommend it to the patron- 
age of the public.” 

( Signed, ) ALEXANDER HENRY, President. 

Joun C. Pecnin, Recording Secretary. 


With such encouragement to commence a Magazine, it only re- 
mains for the Managers to state the plan on which it will be con- 
ducted. 

The object of this work will be, to give a summary record of the 
proceedings of the American Sunday School Union, and its auxiliary 
and kindred societies, in all parts of the world; to make public the 
best method of conducting Sabbath Schools, admitting the discus- 
sion of such questions as relate to their management; to notice, and 
review, with particular reference to their tendency, juvenile books, 
and such as treat on subjects of education; to give such hints on 
training up children in the fear of the Lord, as are suited to the 
amily circle as well as the Sabbath School; to insert such well au- 
thenticated facts, anecdotes, and memoirs of pious youth, as tend 
to exhibit the power of divine truth, encourage parents and Sabbath 
School Teachers, and interest the minds of the pious; and, finally, 
to animate its readers of all classes, to take their part in the prayers 
and labours necessary for the religious education of the rising ge- 
neration. 

TERMS. 

I. A Number, consisting of $2 octavo pages, printed on fine paper 
and a good type, will be published on the first day of every month, 
making one volume of about 390 pages in a year. 

Il. The price of the work will be one dollar and fifty cents per 
annum, payable on the delivery of the sixth Number. 

III. Subscriptions will not be received for a less period than one 
year, and notices of discontinuance must be given before the pub- 
lication of the eleventh number of a volume. 

IV. Societies, or individuals, paying for six copies, may receive 
a seventh copy gratis. 

gc7~ Subscriptions are respectfully solicited.—Those who pro- 
cure them are requested to transmit.a list of their names and places 
of residence, stating the mode of conveyance, written in a fair hand, 
to A. Claxton, Agent of the American Sunday School Union, at the 
Depository, No. 29, north Fourth-street, Philadelphia. 

t;t Communications suited to the design and plan of this work, 
will be thankfully received. 


*," The first Number will be published on the Ist day of July. 
Philadelphia, June 1st, 1824. 
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CATALOGUE OF 
REWARD BOOKS, 
For sale at the Depository, 29 North Fourth Street. 


> 


PRICES, 








ARTICLES. 





Union. | Other Schools. 


Visit to my Friend’s family, - per dozen.) $4 50 $5 50 
Do. half bound, - - do. 6 00 7 50 
Scripture Illustrations, Explanatory 
of Numerous Texts, and of various 
customs mentioned in the Bible, 
with 24 cuts, : - 
Do. half bound, . 
Christian Pilgrim, - - - 
Do. half bound 
Narrative of Miss Sophia Leece, 
Do. half bound, 
Little Henry and his bearer, 
Do. half bound, 
Hedge of Thorns, - - 
Do. half bound 
Lucy and her Dhaye, - 
Do. half bound, 
Early Piety, : - - 
Do. half bound, - 
Memorial for Sunday School Boys, 
Do. half bound, : 
Memorial for Sunday School Girls, 
Do. half bound, - 
Mary Mordant, : - 
Dairyman’s Daughter, first part, 
Do. . De. second part, 
Henry Fairchild, $5,579 
Cottage Boy, - - 
James Stevens, - 
Thatcher’s Wife, - 
The Shepherd and his Flock 
Poacher’s Daughter, - - 
Thomas and Joseph, - 
Ann Edwards, - - - 
The Good Child’s Petition, 
Orphan Boy, - - 
Ellen, - - - 
Sunday School Children, 
Youthful Piety, - - 
Memoir of Daniel Cuxon,  - - - 
The Grace of God manifested in the Ex- 
perience of Eliza Nares, - : - 
Memoir of Mary Eliza Evetts, - 
The History of George and Charles, 
Emily Graham, - - - 
The Two Lambs, . - - 
Bowyer Smith. - : - . 
Mary Wilson, : - - 
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Child’s Birth Day, with msasehpese per dozen. 


Vicar’s Garden, - - . do. 
Emily, a 9 Be Fee Pt teiy. € MS, 
Love of Praise, - - do. 
Pleasing Account of Gcotge Crosby, - do. 
Menioir of Miss Mary Stevenson, - do. 


Milk for Babes, or a Catechism in Verse a 
for the use of Sunday Schools, - . 

Ann Tolleth.—Recommended by the 
Rev, J. Newton, me 

Grace Triumphant—Memoirs of the Life d 
and happy death of Wilberforce Smith 

Memoir of Jane Evans, “ - do. 

Hannah Beech, - - do. 

The Principles of the Christian Religion, 
expressed in plain and easy verse, by} do. 
Philip Doddridge, D. D. - os 

The African Youth; or Honest Josiah, do. 


The Praying Youths, - : - - do, 
The Sunday Sliding eats FS ae 
Mary Jones, - . - do, 
The Orphan Girl, - a! wt, oe, 
An Account of a Boy, who died at the2 4, 

age of 12 years, = - . : : 
Some iaenine of the Idol I uggernaut, do, 
A Sketch of the State of Nineveh, - do, 
Julia, the Sunday School Girl, - - do, 
John Giles, . do. 


The aye School Prayer “Book, con- 
sisting of short Prayers, suitable for 
public use in Sunday schools, or asa } do. 
guide in the use of Extemporaneous 
Prayer, - 

The Sunday School Teacher's Guide. 


By J. A. James. (Abridged) -§ % 
Sunday School Spelling Book, (6th biet ) 
Sunday School Hymn Book, - do. 

‘Ro. bound in sheep, - do. 

Do. with an Appendix, for d 
the Use of Adult Learners, -. + : ‘ 

Do. bound, - - do. 


Hymns in sheets, - 


Ten Commandments, - = per 100 sheets. 
Blue Tickets, - - - ~- per 1000. 
Red Do. “<4 tale Tr es do. 
Class Books, See per dozen. 
Class Papers, - - - - - do. 
Alphabetical Cards, -  - - - do, 
Episcopal Catechisms, - - - do. 
Methodist DO + .- a 
Baptist Do. ae eee 
Presbyterian Do. ir OK ee”. 
Scripture Do. - ae. - do, 
Portions of Scripture, ten 
Sunday School Rules, - - do. 


2 volumes of Religious Tracts, bound i in 


sheep, <24goglag eas A each, 


Christian Almanack, - -' per 100 
linportant Advice to Sunday School Teachers. 


- per 100 sheets. 
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